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||
September 2016 to present
Scientific Researcher/Laboratory lecturer
Italian National Research Council (CNR), Institute for Sustainable Plant Protection (IPSP), Bari-Italy.
April 2013 - August 2016
Scientific Researcher/Laboratory lecturer
International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Studies (CIHEAM) - Mediterranean Agronomic
Institute of Bari (MAIB), Italy.
January 2011- March 2013
Head of plant diseases laboratory, Department of Plant Protection, Ministry of Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform- Syria.
April 2010- December 2010
Scientific Researcher
International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Studies (CIHEAM) - Mediterranean Agronomic
Institute of Bari (MAIB), Italy.
2002-2004
Coordinator of projects supported by international organizations (FAO, UNDP, ICARDA) and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform, Syria. International cooperation sector.
1
Institution Degree(s) or Diploma(s)
(Date from - to) Obtained:
University of Bari (Italy), Plant Protection PhD in Plant Protection,
Dept. (2007 - 2010) Curriculum Virology
CIHEAM-MAI-Bari, Italy MSc in Plant Protection
(2005 - 2006) Curriculum Virology
Faculty of Agriculture — University of Agricultural Engineer

Damascus - Syria. (1996 — 2001)
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'§<europass Curriculum Vitae Raied ABOU KUBAA

PERSONAL SKILLS =

Mother tongue(s) ARABIC

Other language(s) UNDERSTANDING SPEAKING WRITING
Listening Reading Spoken interaction Spoken production
English C1 C1 C1 Cl1 C1l
Italian B1 B2 B2 B2 B2

Levels: A1/2: Basic user - B1/2: Independent user - C1/2 Proficient
user Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

Communication skills - Good communication skills and ability to adapt to multicultural environment, gained
through work experience in several activities of laboratory and teaching students.
- Respect of everyone’s opinion.
- Mastering 3 languages and working within research groups with colleagues from

different nationalities, this has made from me a person able to communicate in a
contractive manner and to interact with others.

Organisational / managerial skills - Hard-working and determined person.

- Leadership, good experience in setting up and management of several scientific
projects, gained through work experience in (MAIB) and (CNR); as well as from
working at the Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform.

- Direction of the work in a way that is beneficial to all members as well as the
outcome of the project, but doing so with organization and efficiency in order to
meet deadlines and schedule tasks.

- Analytical minded and conscious person that observes, remember then think and
resolves problems.
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»
Job-related skills RNA isolation: Total RNA and Double Stranded RNA (dsRNA) extraction (Extraction of viral
genomic and sub genomic dsRNA).
DNA isolation: Miniprep and DNA extraction from plant tissues.
» .
Nucleic Acid extraction from insects, nematodes as well as well as extraction protocols for
Phytoplasma detection

Reverse transcription of ssRNA (cDNA synthesis).

” PCR: RT-PCR, Multiplex-PCR, RealTime-PCR, Immuno-capture-PCR, nested PCR, single Tube
PCR, RACE- PCR, DOP-PCR and LAMP-PCR.

Cloning: DNA cloning and sequencing, DNA sub-cloning and cloning in immuno-vectors for DNA
immunization.

Sequence analysis: Homology, alighment and phylogenetic tree construction using different
computer software such as: Clustalx, Genedoc, CLC sequence viewer, Mega4, Njplot and othe|
online programs able to design primers and restriction enzymes.

=

Serological techniques: ELISA: (DAS-ELISA, TAS-ELISA), IF, TBIA and DTBIA.

Studying of the genome and genes variability of pathogens (SSCP, RFLP).

Protein expression form recombinant DNA insert into plasmid in prokaryote system.

vV VvV V VY

Mechanical transmission to herbaceous hosts and study of virus transmissibility by insects and
other vectors.

Scientific assistant of the sanitary assays in the framework of the Production of sanitary
improved material;

e Course assistant of the MSc-Integrated Pest Management (IPM) course at the CIHEAM-
MAI Bari, Italy;

e Analysing plant samples from different Mediterranean countries by using Biological,
serological and molecular methods;

e Involvement in several regional (Italian Ministry of Agriculture, Apulia Region) and
International projects on phytopathological aspects;

e Scientific assistant for GTZ and FAO in the framework of the TCP and other cooperative
projects;

e Assessment of the sanitary status of Mediterranean fruit trees

e Coordination assistant of the regional monitoring programs of quarantine pests in Apulia (Italy).

- Trainer and lab assistant at:

Workshops of - The International Workshop on Xylella fastidiosa and the Olive Quick Decline Syndrome (OQDS),

interested activities CHIEAM-MAIB, Italy 19-22 April 2016.

- The diagnostic training workshop Sampling and diagnostic tools for Xylella fastidiosa 19-22
September, 2017 - Locorotondo, Italy.

- The technical workshop on the diagnosis of Xylella fastidiosa and identification of insect vectors, for 16
Italian trainees, coming from the official/accredited laboratories of several Regional Plant Health
Services Locorotondo, Italy, 20-23 February 2018.

- The Lebanese Agricultural Research Institute (LARI) from 30 June to 31 August 2018 in the framework
of the project “Capacity Building and Raising Awareness in Europe and in Third countries to Cope with
Xylella fastidiosa “CURE-XF”, funded by H2020, Project number: 734353.

Current research - Xylella outbreak on olive, bacteria/plant interactions and containment.

activities - The association of Grapevine Pinot gris virus (GPGV) with grapevine leaf mottling and deformation.
- Sanitary status of Citriculture in Lebanon.
- Studying the viral infections in honey bees round the world.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION u

Memberships Member of the Arab Society of Plant Protection
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Honours and Awards |

° PhD Scholarship Award of the University of Bari Aldomoro, Italy (2007-2010).

° Master of Science Scholarship Award of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
(2005-2006) at MAIB- Italy.

° Certificate of Merit given by the Arab Society of Plant Protection (ASPP),
for the best research presented in the tenth ACPP. Beirut- Lebanon
2009.

Conferences and Meetings |

« “One Virology One Health - Incontro di Virologia Vegetale” Politecnico di
Bari 27-28 May 2019.

e 19th Conference of the "International Council for the Study of Virus and
Virus-like diseases of the Grapevine. 9-12 April, 2018 / Santiago - Chile.

e Training School: Technical workshop on Plant virus diagnostic application of RNA high
throughput sequencing to phytosanitary certification procedures, 17-19 January 2018,
CRSFA, Locorotondo (ltaly).

e Workshop on the use of Next Generation Sequencing technologies for plant pest
diagnostics Bari (IT), 2017-11-22/23.

e European conference on Xylella fastidiosa: finding answers to a global problem:
Palma de Mallorca, 13-15 November 2017.
e The 11th Arab Congress of Plant Protection. Amman, Jordan. November 09 to 14, 2014).

e The XVIII Conference of the International Organization of Citrus Virologists
(IOCV). Campinas, SP, Brazil. November 07 to 12, 2010.

e The 28th International Horticulture Congress. Lisbon, Portugal. August
23 to 27, 2010).
e The 10th Arab Congress of Plant Protection. Beirut, Lebanon. October 25 to 30, 2009.

e The 15th National Congress of the Italian Society of Plant Pathology (SiPAV).
Locorotondo, Italy. September 28 to October 01, 2009.

e The XVII Conference of the International Organization of Citrus Virologists (IOCV).
Adana, Turkey. October 21 to 27, 2007.

e Regional project meeting: Control of citrus tristeza virus and Toxoptera citricida in
the Mediterranean region. Adana, Turkey. June 8 to 9, 2006.

Master supervision:

1- “Master of Science” thesis in “Integrated Pest Management of Mediterranean Fruit Trees” of the student Miss
Sherin SALEH in collaboration with CIHEAM-MAI-BARI. Thesis title: “Assessment of the main virus diseases in
the Syrian citrus orchards and mother block - Molecular characterization of local CTV and CPsV isolates”. A.Y:
2010-2011

2- “Master of Science” thesis in “Integrated Pest Management of Mediterranean Fruit Trees” of the student Miss
AHDOUGA Meriem,in collaboration with CIHEAM-MAI-BARI. Thesis Title: “Survey of The Main Honey Bee
Viruses in Apulia Region”“. A.Y: 2018-2019
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