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1. Introduction 

The IAEG was founded in 1964 and is affiliated with the International Union of Geological Sciences 

(IUGS). IAEG is a worldwide scientific society with over 1,819 members and 69 groups. 

The objectives of the IAEG are: 

 promote and encourage the advancement of applied geology through technological and 

research activities 

 improve teaching and training in applied geology  

 collect, evaluate and disseminate the results of geological engineering activities on a 

worldwide basis. 

For more information about the Organization, please refer to the official IAEG website at: 

https://www.iaeg.info/ 

The Italian National Group of IAEG has 91 members, with 5 new members who joined the Group in 
2020. Notably, about 20% members are CNR researchers, including the President of the Group. The 
Executive Committee of the Group includes two CNR researchers in addition to the President. 
 

2. Main activities carried out by IAEG during 2020 relevant for Italy and for CNR   

 

The 2020 has been troubled by the Covid-19 pandemic emergency and a large part of planned 
activities of IAEG had to be postponed, moved online or even canceled. 

For example, the Summer School on Natural Hazards and Engineering Geology Applications, which 
originated in 2017 from an initiative of the Italian National Group of IAEG, was cancelled in 2020. 
The Summer School is dedicated to Italian and international PhD and master students in Earth 
Sciences and Engineering Geology. Participation and part of the accommodation is free of charges. 
The School enjoys an official IAEG International endorsement and support. For more information, 
see https://www.iaeg.info/summer-school-of-iaeg-and-the-environment/ 
 

Nevertheless, just before the first lockdown in Italy, i.e., before the end of February, the IAEG Italian 

National Group organized a workshop in Potenza (Basilicata region, south of Italy) dedicated to 

rockfalls. The workshope was well participated. 

In March and in the following months, the first lockdown stopped a large part of activities and 

canceled all public meetings. However, in the period March – June, the IAEG Italian National Group 

organized two series of webinars dedicated to engineering geology and geomatics in cooperation con 

SIFET (the Italian Society of Photogrammetry and Topography). The access to webinars was free of 

charge and the IAEG secured the recognition of training credits from the National Council of 
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Professional Order of Geologists. Such training credits released by Professional Orders are important 

for Italian private practitioners because they have to collect every year a defined number of credits to 

be compliant with the continuing training program. Usually, these credits can be accumulated by 

participating to paid courses, but the IAEG and SIFET proposed two sequences of ten free courses. 

The topics offered in these courses included the application of GNSS and UAV technologies, 

sinkholes, photogrammetry, engineering geology and cultural heritage, and GIS techniques.  
The total number of registered persons to the proposed series of courses was more than 3.000. This 

demonstrates the success of this initiative and the dedication of the IAEG to disseminate the 

engineering geology culture and help practitioners during the critical phase of the lockdown. 

 

 

3. Activities carried out by Janusz Wasowski within the Union during 2020 and impact on the 

Italian scientific community 

The CNR Representative had online meetings and e-mail exchanges with the top management of 

IAEG, including the IAEG Secretary General (Prof. Faquan Wu) and IAEG Vice President for 

Europe, Prof. Vassilis P. Marinos. In particular, the contacts with Prof. Marinos concerned the 

organization issues of the 3rd European Regional Conference of IAEG, originally planned to be held 

in 2020 in Athens. Given the pandemic situation, the Conference has been re-scheduled to 7-10 

October 2021. The CNR Representative serves as a member of the Scientific Committee of this 

Conference (https://euroengeo2020.org/ ). 

 

The CNR Representative had also online meetings and discussions with the President of the Italian 

National Group of IAEG and the head of the IAEG International website (Web editor, Eng. G. 

Lollino). All the aforementioned activities are useful to promote Italian interests within the 

Organization and to increase the importance of the role played by the Italian scientists in the IAEG 

commissions. All this helps to obtain the approval and support of the IAEG for scientific and 

educational initiatives in the field of applied geology, e.g., organization of national and international 

courses, as well as conferences or workshops in Italy. In addition, the scientific-organizational 

contributions to the main international conferences of IAEG facilitate new collaborations between 

the Italian research groups and those of other countries, and therefore foster the internationalization 

of the Italian scientific community. 
 

4. Evaluation of the participation in terms of  benefits and membership cost 

The cost-benefit ratio seems extremely favorable to the CNR. Indeed, CNR only reimburses the travel 

and accommodation costs so that the CNR Representative can participate in one international meeting 

of IAEG per year (there was none in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic). The CNR does not directly 

finance any other activity of the CNR researchers within the IAEG. The advantages are numerous, as 

listed above in points 2 and 3. 

 

5. Evaluation of Italians’ attendance and how to improve interest and involvement 

Since 2019, the President of the IAEG National Group has been the CNR-IRPI researcher Dr. Daniele 

Giordan, who, together with the Representative, participates in the IAEG Council meetings. There 

are conditions for greater involvement of CNR researchers in the IAEG in general and in the 

https://euroengeo2020.org/
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governing bodies in particular. This would require an investment by the CNR. First, it may be useful 

to provide help to cover at least part of the registration fee for the IAEG (currently 50 euros/year). In 

addition, it would be useful to ensure financial support needed to attend more than one IAEG meeting 

per year to be more involved in the process of decision making of the Organization. 

 

6. Italian experts with important roles within the Union or within related Commissions and 

Programs (if known) 

Eng. Giorgio Lollino, an associate researcher of CNR-IRPI, is one of the IAEG Board members (Ex 

Officio Member). He is also the President of the Information Technology (IT) Board Committee of 

IAEG, as well as responsible for the IAEG International website (Web Editor). 

As the President of the Italian National Group of IAEG, Dr. Daniele Giordan, a CNR-IRPI researcher, 

participates at the IAEG Council meetings. He is also the President of the IAEG Commission 35: 

Monitoring methods and approaches in engineering geology applications.  

Finally, Eng. Paolo Allasia (CNR-IRPI) serves at IAEG International as a responsible for the 

EUROPEAN GDPR DATA PROCESSOR (General Data Protection Regulation). 

 

7. If Union with CNR Commission, short summary about the 2020 CNR Commission activities 

N/A 

 

8. Notes (if any) 

For more information about the Italian National Group of IAEG see https://www.iaeg.it/ 

 

9. Conclusions 

CNR is an active player at different levels within IAEG. A number of CNR researchers currently 

have important positions in IAEG. Moreover, the current President of the Italian National Group of 

is a CNR researcher. Given this context, and considering the upcoming elections of the IAEG Board 

in 2022, CNR has now a good opportunity to strengthen its role in IAEG. This may require more 

investment in terms of time and money to increase the participation in important IAEG meetings. 
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