

[image: A black background with white text  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
PRESS RELEASE
Embargoed until Wednesday, 11 February 2026, 13:00 UTC
Winners of the Quantum City Prize Announced at the Closing Ceremony of the International Year of Quantum Science and Technology
Seven cities recognized for bringing quantum science into public life
Accra, Ghana, 11 February 2026. The winners of the first Quantum City Prize were announced today at the Closing Ceremony of the United Nations International Year of Quantum Science and Technology (IYQ 2025) in Accra, Ghana. Created by World Quantum Day, the prize recognizes initiatives that bring quantum science and technology into the public spaces of cities around the world.
What sets the Quantum City Prize apart is the idea that the public should not have to register for an event, or travel to a specific venue, to encounter quantum science. Instead, winning initiatives place quantum content directly in the urban landscape so that people can discover it serendipitously as part of their daily lives.
Continental Quantum City Prizes were awarded across Africa, Asia, Europe, North & Central America, and South America. The continental winners then competed for the World Quantum City Prize, announced today in Accra.
Prof. Yasser Omar, President of PQI – Portuguese Quantum Institute and Coordinator of the World Quantum Day, announced: “Congratulations to all the winners and applicants for bringing awareness about quantum science and technology to the public spaces of their cities! Given the success of this initiative, we will organise a new edition of the Quantum City Prize!”
World Quantum City Prize
1st Place: Putignano, Italy
“Quantum Paradoxes in Papier-Mâché: An Urban Journey Through Science, Art, and Wonder”
By the Institute for Photonics and Nanotechnologies (IFN), National Research Council (CNR)
2nd Place: Alamein City, Egypt
“Alamein City, the Past and the Future”
By Alamein International University (AIU) and Alexandria Quantum Computing Group (AleQCG)
Continental Quantum City Prizes
Africa: Alamein City, Egypt
“Alamein City, the Past and the Future”
By Alamein International University (AIU) and Alexandria Quantum Computing Group (AleQCG)
Asia: Osaka, Japan
“Osaka Quantum Discovery”
By Center for Quantum Information and Quantum Biology (QIQB), University of Osaka

Europe: Putignano, Italy
“Quantum Paradoxes in Papier-Mâché: An Urban Journey Through Science, Art, and Wonder”
By Institute for Photonics and Nanotechnologies (IFN), National Research Council (CNR)
North & Central America: Urbana-Champaign (twin cities), USA
“Public Quantum Network”
By University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
South America: Paraty, Brazil
“Perspectivas Emaranhadas (Entangled Perspectives)”
By Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro
About the Quantum City Prize
The Quantum City Prize rewards the best initiatives bringing quantum science and technology to the public space of a city. Examples include placing posters in a city’s public transport network, organizing activities in public squares, or creating installations that passers-by can encounter without prior registration. Continental Quantum City Prizes recognized the best initiative on each continent, and the World Quantum City Prize was then selected from among the continental winners.
About World Quantum Day
World Quantum Day is celebrated every 14 April, a date reflecting the first digits of Planck’s constant (4.14 × 10⁻¹⁵ eV·s). Launched in 2022 by scientists and science communicators from over 65 countries, the initiative promotes public awareness of quantum science and technology worldwide. More information at worldquantumday.org.
About the International Year of Quantum (IYQ 2025)
The United Nations designated 2025 as the International Year of Quantum Science and Technology, marking 100 years of quantum mechanics. The IYQ has mobilized a global community through scientific events, educational programmes, policy dialogues, and public engagement across all regions.

Quantum City Prize 2025: worldquantumday.org/quantum-city-prize-2025
World Quantum Day: worldquantumday.org
IYQ 2025: quantum2025.org
Social media:
Winners and participants are encouraged to share their achievements using:
#QuantumCityPrize  #WorldQuantumDay  #QuantumCity
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