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PORTUSplus – published by RETE, International Association for the Collaboration between Ports and Cities – is an 
open-access and peer reviewed journal, dedicated to the multidisciplinary study of themes concerning the urban 
waterfronts and the relationship between ports and cities. 
The Journal (portusplus.org) publishes and promotes scientific products and investigations – original works, 
studies experimental or theoretical, research results, etc. – concerning different fields of interest and from around 
the world. 
 
The objective is to encourage the dissemination of knowledge and stimulates the international debate, promoting 
a systemic and interdisciplinary approach in the investigation and application, also exploring the interaction 
between policies and practices in the process. 
More information <Aims and Scope> 
 
Promoting the communication and development of scientific research that plays an increasingly relevant role in 
our society, PORTUSplus invites scholars and researchers, practitioners and policymakers, experts and other 
stakeholders to respond to the Call for Papers for the Special Issue “Waterway Port Cities. Navigating 
Challenges and Harnessing Potentials”, submitting original works, research results, case studies and good 
practices, in the several disciplines inherent to the themes described below. 
 
Submissions should contribute to the understanding and advancement of waterway port cities, providing novel 
insights, empirical data, or theoretical advancements that can inform future policy and practice. 
 
 
 

https://portusplus.org/
https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/about/aims
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Waterway Port Cities. 
Navigating Challenges and Harnessing Potentials 
 
Waterway Port Cities have long been vital nodes in global trade, cultural exchange, and regional development, 
serving as gateways between maritime and inland transportation networks. These cities are uniquely positioned at 
the intersection of land and water, which gives them distinct opportunities and challenges in the face of 21st-century 
transformations. As the world shifts towards sustainability, synchro-modality in transport, energy transition, and 
digital innovation, waterway port cities are at the forefront of recent changes. However, they also face significant 
challenges, including those posed by climate-related extreme events, urban and environmental pressures, complex 
governance dynamics. 
This special issue aims to explore the unique characteristics, potentialities, and challenges that define waterway port 
cities. We invite contributions that investigate the innovative strategies these cities are adopting to maintain their 
role as hubs as regard resilience and sustainability, while addressing the multifaceted challenges they face. 
 
 
POTENTIAL TOPICS 
 
To attract a diversified and multidisciplinary set of contributions, we encourage papers on the following topics, 
though this list is not exhaustive: 
 

Waterway Port Cities as Economic and Cultural Hubs 
The historical and contemporary roles of waterway port cities in regional and global trade. 
Cultural heritage and identity in port cities: balancing development with preservation along the waterways. 
The economic impact of waterway port cities on their surrounding regions. 
 
Selected References 

• Heezen, H. (2020). Revitalizing Inland Port Cities: Case Study on the Economic and Cultural Role of River Ports. Journal 
of Urban Planning and Development, 146(3), 04020024. 

• De Langen, P. W. (2004). Governance in Seaport Clusters. Maritime Economics & Logistics, 6(1), 141-156. [Specifically 
focuses on inland waterways and river port clusters]. 

• Hall, P. V., & Jacobs, W. (2012). Port, City, and Port-City Interface: The Case of Amsterdam. Journal of Transport 
Geography, 22, 4–6. doi:10.1016/j.jtrangeo.2012.01.001 

• Hein, C. (2016). Port Cities and Urban Waterfronts: How Localized Planning Ignored Water as a Connector. Planning 
Perspectives, 31(2), 463-485. 

• Hein, C., & Schubert, D. (2021). Resilience and Path Dependence: A Comparative Study of the Port Cities of London, 
Hamburg, and Philadelphia. Project Management Journal, 47(2), pp. 389-419. doi.org/10.1002/pmj.21431 

• Hein, C., Mager, T., & Rocco, R. (2019). Water Resilience: Creative Practices. Past, Present and Future. European 
Journal of Creative Practices in Cities and Landscapes, 2(1), pp. 217. doi.org/10.6092/issn.2612-0496/v2-n1-2019 

• van Dorsser C. (2016). Existing waterway infrastructures and future needs. In: Inland waterway transport challenges and 
prospects. Routledge, pp 115–140 

• van Dorsser, C. (2016). Existing waterway infrastructures and future needs. In Wiegmans, B., & Konings, R. (Eds.), Inland 
Waterway Transport: Challenges and Prospects. Vol. 6. pp. 99-124). Routledge - Taylor & Francis Group. 

• Hein, C., Mager, T., Rocco, R., van Schaik, H., & Six, D. (2021). Water Histories and Heritage: Spaces, Institutions, and 
Cultures. In: A. Wąsowska-Pawlik, & Purchla J. (Eds.), Heritage and Environment. pp. 31-46. Heritage Forum of Central 
Europe. mck.krakow.pl/images/upload/Heritage&Environment_1.pdf 

• Hein, C., D’Agostino, M., Donkor, C. & Sliwinska, Z. (2024). Water & Heritage for Sustainable Development. Blue 
Papers. 3(1). Leiden-Delft-Erasmus Universities. bluepapers.nl/index.php/bp/issue/view/7/26 

• Krośnicka, K.A., Lorens, P. & Michałowska, E. (2021). Port Cities within Port Regions: Shaping Complex Urban 
Environments in Gdańsk Bay, Poland. Urban Planning, Cogitatio Press, 6(3), pp. 27-42. 
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Sustainability in Waterway Port Cities 
Strategies for enhancing the environmental sustainability of waterways as regard port operations and urban 
development. 
The role of green infrastructure and renewable energy in the system of waterways and inland ports. 
Sustainable practices in dredging, waste management, and ecosystems preservation along the waterways. 
 
Selected References 

• Notteboom, T., & Winkelmans, W. (2001). Reassessing Public Sector Involvement in European Seaports. International 
Journal of Maritime Economics, 3(3), 242-259. [Discusses sustainability in the context of inland waterway ports]. 

• Veenstra, A. W., & Notteboom, T. (2011). The Development of the Inland Waterway Port System in the European Union 
and the Application of Sustainability Concepts. Sustainability, 3(5), 543-553. 

• Schipper, C. A., Vreugdenhil, H., & De Jong, M. (2017). Sustainability in Port Development: A Multi-Criteria Analysis 
of Sustainability Measures. Journal of Cleaner Production, 142, 3882–3892. doi:10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.10.080 

• Lam, J. S. L., & Van de Voorde, E. (2011). Green Port Strategy for Sustainable Growth and Development. Transport 
Policy, 18(5), 755-764. doi:10.1016/j.tranpol.2011.04.003 

• Calderón-Rivera, N., Bartusevičienė, I. & Ballini, F. (2024). Sustainable development of inland waterways transport: a 
review. Journal of Shipping and Trade. trd. 9, 3. doi.org/10.1186/s41072-023-00162-9 

• Khare, D., Choudhary, S., Pingale, S.M. (2022). Sustainable Urban Water Management and Development: Issues, 
Challenges and Strategies. In: Yadav, B., Mohanty, M.P., Pandey, A., Singh, V.P., Singh, R.D. (edit by) Sustainability of 
Water Resources. Impacts and Management. Water Science and Technology Library, vol. 116. Springer, Cham. pp. 
401-414. doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-13467-8_25 

• Adem Esmail, B., Suleiman, L. (2020). Analyzing Evidence of Sustainable Urban Water Management Systems: A 
Review through the Lenses of Sociotechnical Transitions. Sustainability. 12(11), 4481. doi.org/10.3390/su12114481 

• Rodrigues, K.T., Ensslin, S.R. (2024). Environmental performance evaluation in ports: a literature review and future 
research guidelines. Maritime Economics & Logistics. 26, pp. 241–260. doi.org/10.1057/s41278-023-00268-8 

• Ogara D.A.E., Morishita J., Davies P.J., Mbui M., Gamoyo M., Njoroge N., Chann I.O., Igesa B.S. and Ochieng S.O. 
(2023). An indicator-based approach to assess sustainability of port-cities and marine management in the Global 
South. Frontiers in Marine Science. doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2023.1052128 

• Vilarinho A., Liboni L.B., Siegler J., (2019). Challenges and opportunities for the development of river logistics as a 
sustainable alternative: a systematic review. Transportation Research Procedia 39. pp. 576–586. 
doi.org/10.1016/j.trpro.2019.06.059 

• Hein, C. (2020). Rivers and the role of riverports in rethinking water-land ecosystems. PORTUSplus. 10. 
portusplus.org/index.php/pp/article/view/209 

 
Role of Port Cities in Synchro-Modality and Transport Integration along the Waterways 
The role of waterways and ports in multi-modal transport networks: challenges and opportunities. 
Digitalization, smart technologies and artificial intelligence for multimodal traffic management and for 
optimizing logistics in waterway port cities. 
Business models and successful case studies for the synchro-modal transport implementations in port cities 
bordering waterways. 
 
Selected References 

• Meersman, H., Van de Voorde, E., & Vanelslander, T. (2010). The Role of Inland Navigation in Synchro-Modal Transport 
Systems. Transport Reviews, 30(3), 343-354. [Direct reference to river and waterway transport]. 

• Monios, J., & Wilmsmeier, G. (2016). The Impact of Institutional Structures on the Development of Hinterland Transport 
Systems. Journal of Transport Geography, 55, 16-28. [Focuses on synchro-modality involving river and inland ports]. 

• Notteboom, T. E., & Rodrigue, J. P. (2005). Port Regionalization: Towards a New Phase in Port Development. 
Maritime Policy & Management, 32(3), 297–313. doi:10.1080/03088830500139885 

• Rodrigue, J. P., & Notteboom, T. (2010). Comparative North American and European Gateway Logistics: The 
Regionalism of Freight Distribution. Journal of Transport Geography, 18(4), 497-507. 

• van Riessen, B., Negenborn, R.R., Dekker, R. (2015). Synchromodal Container Transportation: An Overview of 
Current Topics and Research Opportunities. In: Corman, F., Voß, S., Negenborn, R. (eds) Computational Logistics. 
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ICCL 2015. Lecture Notes in Computer Science, vol 9335. Springer, Cham. pp. pp 386–397. doi.org/10.1007/978-3-
319-24264-4_27 

• Rentschler, J., Elbert, R., Weber, F. (2022). Promoting Sustainability through Synchromodal Transportation: A 
Systematic Literature Review and Future Fields of Research. Sustainability. 14(20), 13269. 
doi.org/10.3390/su142013269 

• Ducruet, C. & Guerrero D. (2022). Inland cities, maritime gateways, and international trade. EconomiX Working 
Papers, 17, University of Paris Nanterre, EconomiX. doi.org/10.1016/j.jtrangeo.2022.103433 

• Ducruet, C. (2012). Cities, Diversity, and Global Maritime Networks. KMI International Journal of Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries. 13(2). Pp. 35-51. doi.org/10.54007/ijmaf.2021.13.2.35 

 
Energy Transition and Innovation in Waterway Port Cities 
Waterway port cities as pioneers in the global energy transition and digital advances. 
Development and integration of alternative energy sources in port infrastructures changing the landscape 
and serving the waterways. 
Challenges and opportunities in retrofitting port cities for energy efficiency and resilience of the waterway 
systems. 
 
Selected References 

• Acciaro, M., Ghiara, H., & Cusano, M. I. (2014). Energy Management in Inland Waterway Ports: Case Study of Renewable 
Energy Integration in River Ports. Transportation Research Part D: Transport and Environment, 31, 110-119. [River ports 
specifically mentioned in the context of energy transition]. 

• Schulze, R., & Paul, H. (2018). Innovations for Decarbonization in River Transport: A Focus on Inland Waterways Port 
Systems. Sustainability, 10(4), 1234. 

• Lam, J. S. L., & Van de Voorde, E. (2012). Vessel Emissions Control and Energy Efficiency in Maritime Transport: 
Market-Based Measures. Transport Reviews, 32(2), 171-189. 

• Crețu, R.F., Gheorghe, S., Șerban, E.C., Țuțui, D., Crețu, R.C. (2024). Analysis of Influencing Factors of the Energy 
Transition Process in Sustainable Nautical Tourism: Case Study-The Netherlands. Sustainability. 16(4), 1416. 
doi.org/10.3390/su16041416 

• Issa Zadeh, S.B., Esteban Perez, M.D., López-Gutiérrez, J.-S., Fernández-Sánchez, G. (2023). Optimizing Smart 
Energy Infrastructure in Smart Ports: A Systematic Scoping Review of Carbon Footprint Reduction. Journal of 
Marine Science and Engineering. 11(10), 1921. doi.org/10.3390/jmse11101921 

• Ramos, H.M., Pérez-Sánchez, M., Guruprasad, P.S.M., Carravetta, A., Kuriqi, A., Coronado-Hernández, O.E., 
Fernandes, J.F.P., Branco, P.J.C., López-Jiménez, P.A. (2024). Energy Transition in Urban Water Infrastructures 
towards Sustainable Cities. Water. 16(3), 504. doi.org/10.3390/w16030504 

 
Climate Change and Resilience in Waterway Port Cities 
The impact of climate change on port cities and waterway systems: vulnerabilities and adaptive strategies. 
Urban planning and infrastructure development for enhancing geopolitical, geo-economic and climate 
resilience in port cities along the waterways. 
The role of nature-based solutions in enhancing the resilience of waterway systems and urban port areas. 
 
Selected References 

• Frazier, T. G., Thompson, C. M., & Dezzani, R. J. (2014). A Framework for the Coastal Resilience of River Ports Under 
Climate Change Scenarios. Environmental Science & Policy, 43, 70-82. [Direct focus on river ports]. 

• Nicholls, R. J., & Klein, R. J. T. (2005). Climate Change and the Resilience of River Delta Cities. Water Science and 
Technology, 51(5), 147-155. 

• Nicholls, R. J., & Cazenave, A. (2010). Sea-Level Rise and Its Impact on Coastal Zones. Science, 328(5985), 1517-1520. 
doi:10.1126/science.1185782 

• Schellenberger, T., & Stedinger, J. R. (2013). Climate Change, Sea-Level Rise, and Coastal Infrastructure. Journal of 
Infrastructure Systems, 19(1), pp. 120-134. doi:10.1061/(ASCE)IS.1943-555X.0000108 
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• Wang, M., Jiang, Z., Ikram, R.M.A., Sun, C., Zhang, M., Li, J. (2023). Global Paradigm Shifts in Urban Stormwater 
Management Optimization: A Bibliometric Analysis. Water, 15(23), 4122. doi.org/10.3390/w15234122 

• Hein, C., (Ed.) (2020). Adaptive strategies for water heritage: past, present and future. Springer Open, Cham, 
Switzerland, p. 435. doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-00268-8 

• Meyr, H. (2019). Sustainable delta landscapes need smarter port city regions. PORTUSplus, 8. 
portusplus.org/index.php/pp/article/view/183 

• Lorquet, A., Smits, F. and Coppenrath, M. (2016). New conceptions of a ‘City on the Stream’ at the forefront of the 
future of Antwerp. PORTUSplus, 6. portusplus.org/index.php/pp/article/view/150 

• Ignaccolo, C., & Tartas, P.B. (2017). Shanghai: Urban Development and Water Environment Changes. PORTUSplus, 7. 
portusplus.org/index.php/pp/article/view/165 

• Villani, M.L., Ehsanfar, E., Dhavaleswarapu, S., Agnetti, A., Crose, L., Focherini, G., Giovinazzi, S. (2024). Towards an 
Automatic Tool for Resilient Waterway Transport: The Case of the Italian Po River. Engineering Proceedings. 68 (1), 
64. doi.org/10.3390/engproc2024068064 

 
Trends in Governance and Policies in Waterway Port Cities 
Evolving governance structures in port cities and collaboration between public agencies and private 
companies as they navigate increasing complexity of waterway regions. 
The impact of local, national, and international policies, regulation, administration, business models on the 
development of port cities bordering waterways. 
Interactions between stakeholders and policy makers involved in waterway management and collaboration 
across different sectors, disciplines, and geographical contexts for Knowledge exchange and best practices, 
capacity building and learning. 
 
Selected References 

• Nijkamp, P., & Verhoef, E. (2003). River Port Governance: An Analysis of Public and Private Roles in European Waterway 
Systems. European Planning Studies, 11(2), 199-218. 

• Debrie, J., & Raimbault, N. (2015). The Governance of Inland Port Systems: Perspectives from the Rhine River Network. 
Journal of Transport Geography, 36, 23-33. 

• Verhoeven, P. (2010). A Review of Port Authority Functions: Towards a Renaissance?. Maritime Policy & 
Management, 37(3), 247-270. doi:10.1080/03088831003700693 

• Cowie, J. (2010). The Economics of Transport: A Theoretical and Applied Perspective. London: Routledge. 
• Takei, Y. (2018). Governance of Maritime Activities: Legal, Policy and Institutional Aspects. In: Froholdt, L. (eds) 

Corporate Social Responsibility in the Maritime Industry. WMU Studies in Maritime Affairs, vol 5. Springer, Cham. 
pp. 43-61. doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69143-5_4 

• Moeremans, B., Dooms, M. & Haezendonck, E. (2023). Long-term analysis of traffic flows in European inland ports: 
implications for the port–city interface. Maritime Economics & Logistics. 25(2), pp. 272–300. doi.org/10.1057/s41278-
022-00233-x 

• Hein, C. (2019). The Port Cityscape: Spatial and institutional approaches to port city relationships. Special Issue: 
Governance in Port City Regions. PORTUSplus, 8. portusplus.org/index.php/pp/article/view/190 

• Hein, C., Luning, S., Meyer, H., Ramos, S., & van de Laar, P. (2023). Shipping Canals in Transition: Rethinking Spatial, 
Economic, and Environmental Dimensions From Sea to Hinterland. Urban Planning, 8(3). doi.org/10.17645/up.i296 

 
Waterway Management and Urban Development Processes 
Challenges and opportunities in the redevelopment, specialization and diversification of waterways and 
ports, also for attracting new businesses and new talents. 
Integrated urban and functional planning in the historic ports and along the waterways, to make sure the 
port areas will increasingly become attractive places and the surrounding landscape a catalyst in bringing 
the port and the city. 
Governance constellations and wide range of interests, policies and challenges in port city regions: formal 
and informal actor dynamics in the waterway context. 
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Selected References 
• Liao, K. H. (2012). A Theory on Urban Resilience to Floods: A Basis for Alternative Planning Practices for Riverfronts. 

Ecology and Society, 17(4), 48. 
• Hein, C. (2018). Adaptive Strategies for the Urban Development of Riverfronts. Journal of Urban Design, 23(6), 821-843. 

[Focuses on river cities’ adaptation and development]. 
• Desfor, G., & Jørgensen, J. H. (2004). Flexible Urban Governance: The Case of Copenhagen's Recent Waterfront 

Development. European Planning Studies, 12(4), 479-496. doi:10.1080/0965431042000194977 
• Marshall, R. (2001). Waterfronts in Post-Industrial Cities. London: Spon Press. 
• Hein, C., Luning, S., Meyer, H., Ramos, S., & van de Laar, P. (2023). Shipping Canals in Transition. Urban Planning, 8(3), 

pp. 259-262. doi.org/10.17645/up.v8i3.7619 
• Giovinazzi, O., & Moretti, M. (2010). Waterways and Development of the Territory: New Mobility and Sustainable 

Tourism. TeMA - Journal of Land Use, Mobility and Environment, 03 (3). pp. 59-64. ISSN 1970-9870. 
doi.org/10.6092/1970-9870/148 

• Giovinazzi, O., & Giovinazzi, G. (2011). Traces in the Landscape. Re-interpreting the Linear Infrastructure. TeMA - 
Journal of Land Use, Mobility and Environment, 3(4). pp. 83-94. doi.org/10.6092/1970-9870/208 

• Giovinazzi, O. (2015). Abandoned port areas: Interaction with the city / Le aree portuali dismesse: interazioni con la 
città. In Monographic Issue: Porti e Città. Trasporti & Cultura. vol. 41. pp. 6-13. Laura Facchinelli Editore. Available in: 
issuu.com/trasportiecultura/docs/t_c.41_-_file_per_web 

• Giovinazzi, O. (2015). Reshaping the landscape of urban riverbanks / Ridisegnare il paesaggio delle rive urbane. In 
Monographic Issue: Ingegneria e Paesaggio. Progetti integrati per il territorio. Trasporti & Cultura. vol. 42-43. pp. 
23-31. Laura Facchinelli Editore. Available in: issuu.com/trasportiecultura/docs/t_c.42-43_file_per_web 

• Mazy, K. (2020). L'evoluzione del rapporto tra porti interni e città: i casi di Bruxelles e Lille. PORTUSplus . 10. 
portusplus.org/index.php/pp/article/view/210 

• Breś, J. (2020). Polish waterfront in the process of transformation: The case of Elbląg port city. PORTUSplus, 10. 
portusplus.org/index.php/pp/article/view/213 

 
Socio-economic Dimensions and Impacts on Local Communities 
Relationship between port cities, waterways and hinterlands: economic and social interdependencies. 
Socio-economic impacts on communities living along waterways produced by port operations and related 
activities. 
Managing cultural diversities and social inequalities in waterways: inclusive growth and local community 
engagement. 
 
Selected References 

• Zhou, H., & Li, N. (2013). Social Vulnerability in River-Based Cities: Case Study of the Yangtze River Basin. Sustainability, 
5(2), pp. 426-446. 

• Levesque, S. (2013). Social Dimensions of Riverine Economies: A Study of Employment and Riverine Trade in the Mekong 
River Region. Regional Environmental Change, 13(1), pp. 225-236. 

• McGranahan, G., Balk, D., & Anderson, B. (2007). The Rising Tide: Assessing the Risks of Climate Change and Human 
Settlements in Low Elevation Coastal Zones. Environment and Urbanization, 19(1), pp. 17-37. 
doi:10.1177/0956247807076960 

• Rodriguez, S., & Martinez-Alier, J. (2016). The Social Metabolism of Riverine Floods: Conflicts Over River 
Interventions in the Ebro River, Spain. Ecological Economics, 129, pp. 58-68. doi:10.1016/j.ecolecon.2016.04.020 

• Brierley, G.J. (2020). The Socio-ecological River: Socio-economic, Cultural and Environmental Relations to River Systems. 
In: Finding the Voice of the River. Palgrave Pivot, Cham. pp 29–60. doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-27068-1_2 

• Almazán-Gómez, M.A., Duarte, R., Langarita, R. et al. (2021). Water and socioeconomic dependencies: a multiregional 
model. Clean Technologies and Environmental Policy. 23, pp. 783–796. doi.org/10.1007/s10098-020-01915-x 

• Felício, J.A., Batista, M., Dooms, M. et al. (2023). How do sustainable port practices influence local communities’ 
perceptions of ports?. Maritime Economics & Logistics. 25, pp. 351–380. doi.org/10.1057/s41278-022-00237-7 
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Suggested Research Questions 
 
To guide potential contributors, we suggest the following research questions: 
 

1. How can waterway port cities balance economic growth with the need for environmental sustainability? 
2. What are the best practices for integrating renewable energy sources into port operations? 
3. How can synchro-modality be effectively implemented in the context of waterways and port cities? 
4. What governance models are most effective in managing stakeholders and complex systems of waterways 

and port cities? 
5. How are port cities and waterway port cities adapting to the challenges posed by climate change? 
6. In what ways can port cities bordering the waterways leverage their historical and cultural assets for 

sustainable urban development? 
7. How do port authorities navigate the increasing political and economic pressures from diverse 

stakeholders? 
8. What are the implications of the energy transition for the future development of waterways and their ports? 
9. How can waterway port cities address social inequalities while fostering economic growth and innovation? 
10. What role do local actor constellations play in the redevelopment of historic port areas and along the 

waterways? 
 
 
Process of Paper Submission 
 
PORTUSplus publishes exclusively papers that have not been published previously and are not under 
consideration for publication elsewhere, rigorous, well-written, high-quality, high-impact papers, with findings of 
basic/experimental research and development, as well as applications and innovative practices to generate 
discussions and new prospects. 
Participation in the selection for publication in PORTUSplus Journal (portusplus.org) requires to answer the "Call 
for papers" before the established deadline and following the instructions for the online “Submission Step by 
Step” , or using the Editorial Team contacts (see below). 
More information <Online Submission>, <Submission Preparation Checklist> 
 
Acceptance of papers is based on originality and importance of observations and investigations, works quality 
and evidences validity, presentation clarity, and relevance both for readership and for fields of interest of the 
Journal. 
Empirical investigations, comparisons and exemplary real-world achievements, as well as papers exploring the 
connections between disciplines are considered of relevant interest; theoretical concepts and application-oriented 
developments, studies based on qualitative or quantitative data are regarded equally; different approaches and 
new proposals are particularly welcome. 
More information <Editorial Guidelines> and <Information for Authors> 
 
 
Language 
 
Articles must be submitted exclusively in English (American English, translated or revised by a native speaker or 
professional in translation). If deemed appropriate by the Author(s), the same work may also be presented 
eventually in a second language among those admitted by the Journal (French, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish). 
 
 

htps://portusplus.org/
https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/about/submissions
https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/about/submissions
https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/about/editorialGuidelines
https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/information/authors
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Deadline for Paper Submission 
 
As regards the Paper Submission phase, the deadline is indicated on the Home Page of the Journal’s website, as 
well as in the specific section “New announcements”: portusplus.org/index.php/pp/announcement. The works 
deemed suitable and in line with the standards of the Journal are subjected to a double-blind peer review process 
(neither the Authors nor the Reviewers know the identity of each other) to avoid bias in the evaluation. 
Any submissions received after the deadline are subsequently reviewed for possible inclusion in the following 
2025 issue of PORTUSplus. 
More information <Publication Schedule> 
 
 
Peer Review Process 
 
The papers are submitted to evaluation through anonymous procedure by part at least two members of the Panel 
of Reviewers, composed by prestigious academics and experts in different disciplines (planners, architects, 
engineers, geographers, historians, sociologists, etc.), also with the collaboration of Guest Editors, Invited Editors, 
members of Scientific Advisory Board and Editorial Team. 
 
The contributions are evaluated on the basis of the specific criteria (originality of approach and methodology; 
scientific-academic level; quality and clarity of content; completeness and order of presentation; importance in 
disciplinary sector; scope of application of results; contribution to the international debate, illustrations, references; 
etc.), relying on competence and experience of Reviewers in thematic fields of interest for the Journal. 
The papers are published according to experts suggestions after a high-quality and independent revision, 
supporting the Author(s) in the finalizing of the text, in order to increase the scientific relevance of the published 
articles. 
More information <Peer Review Process> and <Information for Reviewers> 
 
 
Publication of Selected Papers 
 
In accordance with the recommendations of the Reviewers, the papers will be selected by the Editors and 
published on PORTUSplus with the ISSN code (2039-6422), the International Standard Serial Number which 
uniquely identifies a serial publication. 
The articles are published, after the review and copy-editing process is completed, as part of a single issue of the 
Journal, accompanied by a table of contents. All editorial processes aimed at publication are granted by the 
Journal Editor free of charge, with the valuable collaboration of the Editorial Team. 
 
 
Open Access 
 
All articles published on PORTUSplus are made freely and permanently accessible via the internet, immediately 
upon the publication, without restrictions, charges and embargo period. The articles are available to a wide 
audience and internationally, on the principle that the open access support a greater exchange of knowledge and 
experiences. 
More information <Open Access Policy> and <Charges Policy> 
 
 

https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/about/publishing
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License 
 
All articles published in the PORTUSplus are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
(CC BY-NC-ND) which allows an restricted use of the works: to copy, distribute, display and perform only verbatim 
copies of the work, not instead derivative works and remixes based on it (creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
nd/4.0). Therefore it is possible to download and share the original papers, distribute them on any support, 
provided that these are not modified or used for commercial purposes, that the authorship is acknowledged and 
the original source of work is accredited (direct link to the paper published on PORTUSplus, not to the .PDF file). 
Any of the above conditions can be waived only with the permission of the Author(s) and Publisher. 
More information <Copyright Information> 
 
As regards the papers submitted to the Journal, the Author(s) represents and warrants that contents, figures, 
tables and all other materials produced have been created and processed personally, and do not infringe in any 
way the existing copyrights, or the rights of any third party. 
More information <Copyright Notice and Transfer Agreement> 
 
 
Transparency and Ethical Integrity 
 
PORTUSplus comply with the principles of transparency and the best practices in academic publishing at all stages 
of the publication process. 
Ethical standards and integrity are a main essential to writing and publication in the Journal, as they ensure high-
quality scientific publications, public trust in published findings, correct credit to the authors for their work, etc. 
 
During the entire editorial process, the Journal follows the recommendations and policies suggest by the 
Committee on Publication Ethics - COPE (publicationethics.org) regarding transparency, ethical policies and 
dealing with misconduct. In particular PORTUSplus observe to the Code of Conduct and Best Practice Guidelines 
for Journal Editors and Code of Conduct for Journal Publishers, also encouraging the Authors to strive the 
international standards for publications of scholarly research. 
More information <Publications Ethics and Malpractices> and <Conflicts of Interest> 
 
 
Disclaimer of Responsibility 
 
PORTUSplus aims at ensure the adequacy of all information contained in the publication. However, the Journal 
no make, for any purpose, representations or warranties whatsoever as to the accuracy, completeness, or 
suitability of the published content, that should be independently verified with primary sources of information. 
All statements, opinions and view expressed in the articles are exclusively those of the Author(s), and in no way 
reflect those of the Publisher, Editors and Editorial Team members, that cannot be held responsible for any errors 
or consequences arising out of the use of data and contents published in the Journal. 
More information <Disclaimer> 
 
 
Privacy 
 
Pursuant to article 13 of (UE) Regulation 2016/679 “General Data Protection Regulation” (GDPR 2016/679), which 
contains provisions for the protection of the personal data of people and other subjects, the personal data 

https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/about/copyright
https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/about/submissions#CopyrightNotice
https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/about/publicationEthics
https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/about/conflictInterest
https://portusplus.org/index.php/pp/about/disclaimer
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provided will be treated in compliance with the aforementioned regulation and with the confidentiality to which 
the Journal is subjected. 
More information <Privacy Statement> 
 
 
Journal Policies 
 
The Journal makes available on the website all its policies, which include detailed information about submission, 
editorial processes, guidelines for different users, copyright, etc. All parties involved in the production activities 
and process are being introduced and informed around their rights and responsibilities, in order to ensure smooth 
and ethical publishing process. 
More information <Policies> and <Roles and Responsibilities in Publishing> 
 
 
More Information 
 
For further details you can consult the Journal’s website at the following link: 
 

portusplus.org/index.php/pp/announcement 
 
 
Editorial Team Contact 
 
For the papers submission and any further information, please to address requests and questions to the 
PORTUSplus Editorial Team: 
 

Carola HEIN 
Scientific Editor of PORTUSplus Journal 
Email Address: C.M.Hein@tudelft.nl 

 
Oriana GIOVINAZZI 
Editor in Chief of PORTUSplus Journal 
Email Address: journal@portusplus.org 

 
More information <Journal Contact> and <Editorial Team> 
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