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Project introduction
The beauty of the landscape plays an important role in tourist decision-making. Many European regions attracting tourists are traditionally used cultural landscapes. However, international, national and regional developments in agriculture and society have led, and will continue to do so, to the abandonment or the destruction of such landscapes, because of the high efforts needed for their management (Höchtl, Lehringer, & Konold, 2005; Hunziker, 1995). Although the important role the landscape plays for tourism is generally recognised, the relationship between landscape and tourism is, so far, poorly understood. 

This study will interview visitors to two areas characterized by traditional mountainous cultural landscapes. Interviews will provide useful information about the landscape as visiting motive, and the specific role of cultural mountainous landscapes on the recreation quality.  

Project activities

The project scheduled 6 months of activities. 

Activities already done: 

· study and analysis of the literature on the topic

· refinement of study goals

· assessment of a mountainous area in the Apennines and a site in the Alps for tourists’ survey

· coordination with CAI activities

· draft for questionnaire

Activities to do:

· pre-test is scheduled for end of May and begin of June

· re-assessment of questionnaire

· collection of data

· writing of a report/paper

Organisational issues

Administrative (organisation of working place, access to internet…) and financial issues were solved. 

Refinement of study goals and survey design

To refine the study goals several meetings took place: 

Meeting with Giorgio Maresi, Italian Alpine Club: This meeting aimed at 1) identifying research needs by the Italian Alpine Club, 2) searching for assistance in data collection. The Italian Alpine Club is highly interested in the project and will support the collection of the data. Additional meetings with several working groups of the CNR took place to discuss their potential integration into the project and further collaboration with the University of Applied Life Sciences and Natural Resources Vienna. 

A 1-day field trip to one study site was carried out.

Refinement of survey design

This study will interview visitors to two areas characterized by traditional mountainous cultural landscapes of the Apennines (Tuscany) and the Alps (Trento). The Interviews will provide useful information about the landscape as visiting motive, and the specific role of cultural mountainous landscapes on the recreation quality. Based on the meetings, study site visit and the research interests of the partners the following topics will be included in the questionnaire. The main focus will be on 

· The importance of landscape in tourist decision-making 

· The perception of landscape, landscape changes and their evaluation including perceived restorative effects of the landscape

· The knowledge of tourists about the landscape development and landscape management

Additionally, the following questions and scientific concepts will be investigated and correlated to identify segments of tourists and their respective landscape perceptions:

· perception of recreation quality (crowding, user conflicts, recreational satisfaction)

· recreation specialisation in mountaineering

· relationship between the thermal comfort indices and number of mountain visitors and their perception of the weather 

· sociodemographics.

Interviews will provide useful information about the landscape as visiting motive, and the specific role of cultural mountainous landscapes on the recreation quality. Results will also provide information for tourism marketing and the sustainable management of visitor flows in mountainous regions. 

Fixing sampling design

During the meetings and study site visit the location of data collection sites were fixed. Data will be collected either by face-to face interviews along hiking trails and / or interviews at Alpine huts during the summer months in 2009. The target sampling size is at least 200 questionnaires per site.

To establish a correlation between visitor numbers and weather as well as visitor numbers and perceived crowding, visitor numbers to the areas and their spatial distribution at specific points will be collected. At the same time meteorological data will be collected. 

Developing a time schedule for the project

A first draft of the questionnaire was developed, and will be refined during the next weeks. A pre-test is scheduled for end of May and begin of June. Data collection will take place predominantly between June and September. Data entry will be in done in autumn followed by data analysis. One aim of the project is to publish at least one peer reviewed article. The assignment of tasks (data collection, data entry, and data analysis) to the researchers involved was undertaken. 

Appendix:

Draft of questionnaire
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