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Memorandum of Understanding

This Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as “MOU”) will
enter into force on the day of 5 20 (hereinafter
referred to as “Effective Date”)

by and between

Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, an Institute founded and operating
under the laws of the State of Kuwait, having its registered Headquarters at
Shuwaikh, Al-Jahidh Street, P.O.Box 24885, Safat 13109, Kuwait (hereinafter
referred to as “KISR”); and

The National Research Council of Italy, an Institution founded and operating
under the laws of the Italian Republic, with its main Headquarters based in
Roma, Italy - Piazzale Aldo Moro, 7 - 00185 (hereinafter referred to as “CNR”).

Whereas KISR is the main national Institute in Kuwait for applied research
tasked by the State of Kuwait to apply scientific research and technological
development with the purpose of finding practical solutions to critical
problems, KISR plays a central role in the emerging science, in technology and
innovation (STI) of Kuwait, and is one of the leading scientific research
Institutions in the GCC region and,

Considering that CNR carries out research and supplies state-of-the-art
advisory and expertise on biomedical sciences, chemistry and materials
technology, earth and environment, engineering, ICT, energy and
transportation, physics and matter, human sciences, cultural heritage, bio-and

agro-food,

the Parties wish to endorse this MOU to express their respective intentions to
sketch a possible common cooperation and collaboration platform, upon the
terms as contained herein for the mutual benefit of their interests.

Considering the above, CNR and KISR hereby agree to, as follows.
. PURPOSE of MOU

This MOU is intended to reflect the present understanding of the discussions
the Parties have had in their negotiations about the terms and conditions of the

proposed cooperation as follows:
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1.1 To develop cooperative joint projects with regard to Science and
Technology (S&T) national policy, Research and Development (R&D)
performance evaluation and related subjects.

1.2 To exchange or assign personnel for collaborative projects; experience
sharing;

1.3 To transfer and exchange Science and Technology (S&T) related
information according to their field of expertise;

1.4 To organize or co-sponsor symposia, conferences, forums, seminars,
workshops and training courses on subjects of mutual interests.

2. COOPERATION MODES

To implement the purpose mentioned in Article 1 of this MOU, it is mutually
understood and agreed that:

2.1  Both Parties agree to both seek financial support to develop a strategic
partnership on carrying out joint projects planned by both sides. This to
encourage and promote cooperation in the fields of Science and
Technology (S&T) (especially, but not limited to, the areas of:
biological and medical sciences; biotechnologies; energy; agro-food;
and water resources) policy research, Research and Development
(R&D) performance evaluation, statistical surveys, information
services and other related subject matters;

2.2  Cooperating Parties representatives will meet to support the
implementation of this agreement, to inform each other about all the
progress on the activities of mutual interest and to discuss any possible
necessary measures. These meetings will take place as and when
required, but no less than once a year.

2.3 Results of joint activities (including joint seminars, workshops or other
scientific meetings; exchange of research; and exchange of scientific
documentation) will be published internationally or locally in the public
interest as mutually agreed upon; each Party may publish research results
separately, as decided by mutual consultation in specific cases. Either
Party publishing any research findings will give credit to the other Party’s
contribution;
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2.4 Should both cooperating Parties agree to undertake a project with
reasonable likelihood to produce patents, royalties, revenues gle., an
appropriate clause pertaining to this event, will have to be included in a

specific agreement;

2.5 Each Party will encourage experts in their respective fields to exchange
visits with one another, for the purpose of investigations, consultations
and development of common approaches based on the principle of
mutual advantage;

2.6 Both Parties agree to foster exchange of Science & Technology
information and publications;

2.7  The collaboration is not exclusive. The Parties will cooperate according
to the rule providing, that the interests of the single Party shall have
priority above those of the cooperation in case of a conflict of interest.

2.8 This agreement shall be implemented in accordance with the laws and
regulations in force in the nation of each cooperating Party, in respect of
the activities taking place in the Party’s territory.

3. MOU ENFORCEMENT

This MOU shall enter into force from the Effective Date up to when:
(a) The Parties mutually agree to terminate this MOU;
(b)It is terminated by written notice by either Party to the other Party;

4. COSTS AND EXPENSES

Any cost and expenses incurred by either Party under or in connection with this
MOU shall be borne by such Party. Furthermore, each party shall exert its best
efforts to seek out funding from domestic or external sources, so as to ensure
the feasibility of cooperation projects.

5. MOU NATURE

The Parties agree that this MOU is not a formal legal agreement, giving rise to
any legal relationship, rights, duties or consequences, but it is only an
expression and recording of the Parties intentions, which bind the same Parties,

in honor only.
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6. LIMITED PURPOSE

The Parties agree, except for Article 7 “Confidentiality” that this MOU is only
meant to state the Parties present intention to possibly open a further future
cooperation, and does not represent a legally binding agreement. Any
agreement resulting from this MOU will have to be subject to future
negotiations.

7. CONFIDENTIALITY

If the Parties desire to disclose confidential information to each other during the
course of performing projects/activities under this MOU, then the Parties shall
enter into a separate written non-disclosure agreement, the purpose of which is
to restrict the receiving Party from disclosing confidential information to any
third Party without the consent of the disclosing Party, except under conditions
as may be set forth in such non-disclosure agreement. Confidential information
in this MOU means trade secrets and other proprietary technical or business
information that is related to work under this MOU and that is made available
by one of the Parties to the other and which are not available in the public
domain.

The Parties have officially appointed their respective duly authorized
Representatives to approve and sign this MOU.
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