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IMA €& la piu importante organizzazione al mondo dedicata alla promozione delle scienze
mineralogiche. Si occupa di promuovere la cooperazione internazionale nel settore e di
promuovere e supportare le ricerche sia nei settori piu classici che in quelli emergenti. Sono 38 le
nazioni attualmente affiliate ad IMA, la quale a sua volta & affiliata alla International Union of
Geological Sciences (IUGS).

IMA opera attraverso il lavoro del Council, diretto dal Presidente in carica per 2 anni, e dl cinque
commissioni. Il Presidente in carica per il biennio 2015-2026 & Sergey Krivovichev (Universita di
San Pietroburgo).

Scienziati italiani sono presenti sia nel Council (Marco Pasero, Universita di Pisa) che in tre delle
cinque commissioni: Paola Comodi (Universita di Perugia) membro dell’ IMA Medal Committee e
segretario della Commission on Physics of Minerals (CPM), Federico Pezzotta (Museo di Storia
Naturale, Milano) chair della Commission on Museum (CM), Marco Pasero, vice-chair della
Commission on New Minerals, Nomenclature and Classification (CNMNC), Roberta Oberti, Chair
del Subcommittee on amphiboles della CNMNC.

Gia durante la cerimonia di inaugurazione dell'International Year of Crystallography (IYCr2014),
tenutasi presso la sede UNESCO di Parigi, I'allora Presidente dellIMA Walter Maresch (Universita
di Bochum) aveva sottolineato il fortissimo impatto che le tecniche cristallografiche hanno avuto
sulle scienze mineralogiche, rivoluzionando il modo di vedere la struttura e il “flunzionamento” dei
minerali allo stesso modo di quanto € avvenuto per la chimica, la biochimica e la farmacologia. Il
24 aprile 2015 Sergey Krivovichev, al termine della conferenza conclusiva di IYCr2014 tenutasi a
Rabat, ha firmato il documento “Crystallography for the next generation” (allegato) in cui IUCr
(International Union of Crystallography), UNESCO, ICSU, TWAS (The World Academy of
Sciences), IUBMB International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology), IUPAP
(International Union of Pure and Applied Physics) ed IMA si impegnano a collaborare strettamente
per sostenere il ruolo della cristallografia nelle diverse discipline, aumentare le conoscenze e le
capacita cristallografiche nei paesi in via di sviluppo, e aumentare la consapevolezza dell’'opinione
pubblica sul ruolo delle scienze e della cristallografia in particolare nello sviluppo. Il programma &
ambizioso e prevede diverse iniziative che spaziano da scuole, workshop, conferenze, ad accordi
internazionali di collaborazione e mirano a costituire una rete di nuovi laboratori nei paesi in via di
sviluppo scientifico in Africa, Asia ed America Meridionale. |l programma ha gia varato o svolto
diverse iniziative durante il 2015.

Il Presidente IMA Sergey Krivovichev € stato invitato a partecipare alla European Conference on
Mineralogy and Spectroscopy, organizzata da Gianni Andreozzi e Ferdinando Bosi (Universita la
Sapienza e associati IGG), sponsorizzata da CNR-IGG e tenutasi presso I'Aula Convegni del CNR
(9-11 settembre 2015). Anche questa € stata un’occasione per parlare delle iniziative IMA.

Dal primo gennaio 2016, IMA ha un nuovo stato affiliato, la Georgia.



A partire dal 2015, la medaglia IMA, il piu prestigioso riconoscimento per le scienze mineralogiche,
viene conferita ogni anno e non piu ogni due anni. Per il 2015, il vincitore € Rodney C. Ewing
(Universita di Stanford), il maggiore esperto mondiale di problemi relativi alla sicurezza nella
gestione delle scorie nucleari, recentemente nominato dal presidente Barack Obama a capo dello
U.S. Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board. Un breve curriculum di Rod Ewing & allegato. La
cerimonia di premiazione e la IMA Medallist lecture si terranno nel corso della European
Mineralogical Congress (EMC) 2016 (Rimini, 11-15 settembre), del cui scientific committee la
sottoscritta € membro in rappresentanza della European Mineralogical Union (EMU).

Dal 2016 IMA ha deciso di conferire anche una medaglia per young researchers, il cui bando
dovrebbe uscire nei prossimi mesi.

Le prossime riunioni del Business Meeting IMA (cioé dei delegati delle nazioni affiliate) si terranno
durante EMC2016, e la sottoscritta vi partecipera come delegato Italiano. Oltre alle votazioni sugli
affari correnti, nell’'occasione verranno eletti i nuovi vertici del’lIMA e varra decisa la sede del 23°
IMA General Meeting 2022. E’ attualmente aperta la discussione sulle candidature al council e alle
commissioni.

EMC2016 sara certamente un’ulteriore occasione per rendere ancora piu efficaci i contatti e la
collaborazione con il Presidente e il membri del Council IMA, anche in vista della preparazione del
22° IMA General Meeting che si terra a Melbourne (13-17 agosto 2018).

Come ultima cosa, a partire dal 2015 IMA ha deciso di premiare il “Mineral of the year”, il piu
significativo minerale scoperto nel corso dellanno. Per il 2015 & stato prescelta la ophirite,
CayMg4[Zn,Mn* 5(H,0),(Fe* WoOs4),]-46H,0, trovata nella Ophir Hill mine, Tooele Co., Utah e
descritta da Kampf et al. (2014).
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International Year of Crystallography 2014 Resolution
issued on the occasion of the IYCr Legacy Conference, Rabat, Morocco, 22-24 April 2015

Crystallography for the next generation

In January 2014, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) and the International Union of Crystallography (IUCr) launched a number of
activities to support the United Nations Resolution A/RES/66/284 of 3 July 2012
proclaiming the International Year of Crystallography.

The significance of the International Year was summarised in a booklet entitled
“Crystallography matters!”, distributed worldwide in 16 different languages. Over the
course of the year, hundreds of activities, initiatives and publications brought the
importance of crystallography to new audiences, actively trained new crystallographers,
and raised the profile of a science that is central to so much of our understanding and
interaction with the world around us.

The conference “Crystallography for the next generation”, held in Rabat, Morocco in
April 2015, under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohamed VI, reviewed with
pride the accomplishments achieved during the International Year, with a forward-
looking focus on how to sustain momentum and build on success. At a time when
scientific endeavour is critical for societal benefit and the importance of crystallography
is greater than ever, crystallography remains a science that still has lower visibility than
it should.

We, the undersigned, therefore commit:

1. to enhance the stature of crystallography

o by maintaining close liaison and representation between our individual
organisations

o by collaborating on relevant programmes of science policy at regional,
international and global scales

o by forging closer links between the IUCr and other International Scientific
Unions

o by encouraging the recognition of crystallography as an essential component of
physics, materials science, chemistry and structural biology, and of its
inclusion in curricula for secondary and tertiary-level education

President: Professor M.L. Hackert, Department of Molecular Biosciences, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 78712, USA
Telephone: +1 512-471-1105 — Fax: +1 512-471-6135 — E-mail: m.hackert@austin.utexas.edu

General Secretary & Treasurer: Professor L. Van Meervelt, Chemistry Department, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Celestijnenlaan 200F, BE-3001,
Leuven, Belgium
Telephone: +32 (16) 327609 — Fax: +32 (16) 327990 — E-mail: Luc. VanMeervelt@chem.kuleuven.be

Executive Secretary: Mr M.H. Dacombe, [UCr Secretariat, 2 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU, UK
Telephone: +44 1244 345431 — Fax: +44 1244 344843 — E-mail: execsec@iucr.org



International Year of Crystallography 2014 Resolution

O

by continuing to protect the integrity of science through publication of peer-
reviewed journals and reference works of the highest quality;

2. to build capacity in developing regions of the world
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3. to extend further the public understanding of science

by continuing implementation of the OpenLabs and related training initiatives
by coordinating strategic projects based on available funds and resources, such
as the IUCr "Crystallography in Africa" and the IUCr-ICSU "Building Science
Capacity in Africa via Crystallography" programmes, and supporting similar
initiatives in Latin America and South-East Asia

by encouraging talented students to take advantage of opportunities such as the
TWAS Fellowships for Research and Advanced Training

by continuing to transfer expertise through Visiting Professorship programmes
and regional schools or workshops

by working to reduce barriers to the free movement of scientists;

in general and

crystallography in particular

O

by maintaining and expanding educational and public awareness materials and
making them freely available in many languages

by direct engagement of practising crystallographers with active school
outreach programmes such as UNESCO Associated Schools Network

by ongoing development of local crystal-growing activities for schoolchildren
and the permanent establishment of a global coordination;

and we call upon our associates, scientific practitioners and educators worldwide to join
our organisations in these efforts to sustain and build on the momentum of the International
Year of Crystallography in the spirit that now “Crystallography matters ... more!”
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2015 - Rod C. EWING

The International Mineralogical Association is honoured to present its 2015 Medal of Excellence in
Mineralogical Sciences to Rod Ewing

Rodney C. Ewing is the Frank Stanton Professor in Nuclear Security in the Center for International
Security and Cooperation at the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, and a Professor in
the Department of Geological and Environmental Sciences in the School of Earth Sciences at Stanford
University.

Rodney C. Ewing is an intellectual pioneer. No scientist has made a greater contribution to our
understanding of mineralogical solutions to the safe disposal of high-level nuclear waste and none
have been more influential in developing the theoretical and experimental methods for studying the
interactions between ionizing radiation and prospective storage materials. His eminence in the field of
nuclear materials led to his appointment by President Obama to head the U.S. Nuclear Waste
Technical Review Board, the first mineralogist ever to head this Board.

Ewing has authored and co-authored over 650 research publications and edited or co-edited 18
monographs, proceedings volumes and special journal issues. He has published in some 100 different
ISI journals on subjects ranging from long-term stability of nuclear waste forms, to actinide
mineralogy, crystal chemistry and geochemistry, to mobility of radionuclides in the geological
environment, to nanocomposite materials, to risk analysis in evaluating the safety of geologic
repositories, to the development of policies for the protection of human health and the environment.
He holds a patent for the development of a highly durable material for the immobilization of excess
weapons plutonium. He is the Founding Editor of Elements, which is now supported by 17 Earth
Science societies and associations.

Rodney Ewing has received many honors, including the 2002 Dana Medal of the Mineralogical
Society of America (MSA), the 2006 Lomonosov Gold Medal from the Russian Academy of
Sciences, the 1997 and 2002 Hawley Medals from the Mineralogical Association of Canada, the 2015
Roebling Medal of the Mineralogical Society of America, in addition to holding fellowships in the
Mineralogical Society of America and seven other professional associations.

Please visit http://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/people/rodney_c_ewing for more information on Rodney
Ewing, his research and other activities. A plenary lecture and presentation ceremony will be held at

http://www.ima-mineralogy.org/Ewing.htm 1/2
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the 2nd European Mineralogical Conference in Rimini, Italy, on 11-15 September, 2016.

e About IMA
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