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International	Union	of	Geodesy	and	Geophysics	(IUGG)	

Activities’	Report	-	2025	

Fausto	Guzzetti	

1. Introduction	

As	an	international,	non-governmental	scientific	organisation,	the	International	
Union	of	Geodesy	and	Geophysics	[IUGG,	http://www.iugg.org/]	promotes	the	
advancement,	development	and	coordination	of	research	on	the	Earth,	the	space	
surrounding	it,	and	the	processes	governing	its	changes.	Founded	in	1919,	IUGG	is	
part	of	the	International	Science	Council	[ISC,	https://council.science/].	

The	Union	comprises	eight	International	Associations,	each	of	which	operates	
in	Earth	and	space-related	fields.	The	Associations	are:	

• The	 International	 Association	 of	 Cryospheric	 Sciences	 (IACS,	
https://cryosphericsciences.org/);	

• The	 International	 Association	 of	 Geodesy	 (IAG,	 https://www.iag-
aig.org/);	

• The	International	Association	of	Geomagnetism	and	Aeronomy	(IAGA,	
https://iaga-aiga.org/);	

• The	 International	 Association	 of	 Hydrological	 Sciences	 (IAHS,	
https://iahs.info/);	

• The	 International	 Association	 of	 Meteorology	 and	 Atmospheric	
Sciences	(IAMAS,	https://www.iamas.org/);	

• The	International	Association	for	the	Physical	Sciences	of	the	Oceans	
(IAPSO,	https://iapso-ocean.org/);	

• The	International	Association	of	Seismology	and	Physics	of	the	Earth’s	
Interior	(IASPEI,	http://iaspei.org/);		

• The	 International	 Association	 of	 Volcanology	 and	 Chemistry	 of	 the	
Earth’s	Interior	(IAVCEI,	https://www.iavceivolcano.org/).	

2. National	representatives	and	National	committee	2023	-	2026	

By	Order	 no.	 14	 of	 14	 February	 2023,	 the	 President	 of	 the	 CNR	 appointed	 the	
national	representatives	in	the	Union	and	in	its	eight	Associations	for	the	four-
year	period	2023–2026.		

By	Order	no.	40	of	3	April	2023,	the	President	of	the	CNR	reconstituted	the	CNR	
Commission	 for	 participation	 in	 the	 International	 Union	 of	 Geodesy	 and	
Geophysics	(IUGG),	confirming	its	tasks	as	the	Italian	National	Committee	and	
providing	guidance	for	effective	Italian	participation.	

Following	 the	 changes,	 during	 2024	 the	 national	 representative	 to	 the	
International	 Union	 of	 Geodesy	 and	 Geophysics	 (IUGG)	 has	 been	 Fausto	
GUZZETTI	 who	 also	 served	 as	 President	 of	 the	 CNR	 IUGG	 Commission.	 The	
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Scientific	Secretary	was	Warner	MARZOCCHI.	

By	subsequent	Order	no.	36	of	29	February	2024,	following	the	resignation	of	two	
representatives,	Giuseppe	CONSOLINI	was	appointed	representative	to	IAGA	and	
Gilberto	SACCOROTTI	to	IAVCEI.	

The	national	representatives	to	the	eight	international	Associations	are:	

• Barbara	 STENNI,	 Giovanni	MACELLONI	 substitute,	 for	 the	 International	
Association	of	Cryospheric	Sciences	(IACS),	

• Mattia	CRESPI,	Paolo	MESSINA	substitute,	for	the	International	Association	
for	Geodesy	(IAG),	

• Giuseppe	 CONSOLINI,	 Luigi	 VIGLIOTTI	 substitute,	 for	 the	 International	
Association	of	Geomagnetisms	and	Aeronomy	(IAGA/IUGG),	

• Alberto	 MONTANARI,	 Tommaso	 MORAMARCO	 substitute,	 for	 the	
International	Association	of	Hydrogeological	Sciences	(IAHS/IUGG),	

• Marcello	 MIGLIETTA,	 Massimiliano	 PASQUI	 substitute,	 for	 the	
International	 Association	 of	 Meteorological	 and	 Atmospheric	 Sciences	
(IAMAS/IUGG),	

• Katrin	 SCHROEDER,	 Andrea	 CUCCO	 substitute,	 for	 the	 International	
Association	of	Physical	Sciences	of	the	Ocean	(IAPSO/IUGG),	

• Warner	MARZOCCHI,	Andrea	ARGNANI	 substitute,	 for	 the	 International	
Association	of	Seismology	and	Physics	of	Earth’s	Interior	(IASPEI/IUGG),	

• Gilberto	SACCOROTTI,	Claudia	PRINCIPE	substitute,	for	the	International	
Association	 of	 Volcanology	 and	 Chemistry	 of	 the	 Earth’s	 Interior	
(IAVCEI/IUGG).	

The	activities	of	the	IUGG	National	Representative,	and	of	the	representatives	in	
the	 International	 Associations,	 include	 strengthening	 the	 national	 scientific	
community,	 coordinating	 among	 institutions,	 and	 promoting	 international	
visibility.	

3. Main	IUGG	activities	in	2025	relevant	for	Italy	and	for	CNR		

During	2025,	through	its	General	Secretariat,	the	Union	continued	its	information	
and	coordination	activities	with	the	Associations	that	comprise	it,	and	with	other	
international	 scientific	 organisations.	 The	 updating	 of	 the	 Union’s	 website	
[https://iugg.org/]	 continued,	 together	 with	 the	 publication	 of	 the	 monthly	
electronic	 newsletters,	 available	 at	 https://iugg.org/publications/ejournals/.	
Cecilia	LALLE,	from	the	CNR	International	Relations	Unit,	regularly	informed	the	
members	 of	 the	 CNR–IUGG	 National	 Commission	 of	 the	 publication	 of	 the	
newsletters,	summarising	the	contents	of	greatest	interest.	

4. Activities	as	national	representative	within	the	Union	

In	 addition	 to	 coordinating	 the	 activities	 of	 the	 CNR	 –	 IUGG	 National	
Commission,	 the	 information	 relating	 to	 the	 annual	 reports,	 prepared	 by	 the	
National	Representative	for	the	year	2024	in	both	Italian	and	English,	were	sent	to	
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the	IUGG	Secretariat.	The	reports	are	available	on	the	Union’s	website,	together	
with	 those	 from	 other	 member	 countries	 [https://iugg.org/members/national-
committee-reports/].	

On	1	September	2025,	the	Union	Secretariat	asked	the	national	representatives	for	
an	opinion	 regarding	 the	 application	 for	 admission	 to	 the	Union	 submitted	by	
Papua	New	Guinea	as	a	Regular	Member.	Having	received	a	positive	opinion	from	
all	the	national	representatives	in	the	eight	Associations,	on	5	September	2025	I	
communicated	 Italy’s	 favourable	 opinion	 to	 the	 Union	 Secretariat.	 On	 30	
September	 2025,	 Papua	 New	 Guinea	 became	 the	 75th	member	 country	 of	 the	
Union.	

On	26	November	2025,	the	Union	Secretariat	transmitted	the	draft	Strategic	Plan	
(2026–2031)	of	the	Union,	asking	the	national	representatives	for	feedback.	After	
consultation	 with	 the	 national	 representatives	 of	 all	 the	 Associations,	 on	 26	
January	2026	I	transmitted	to	the	Union	Secretariat	the	requested	amendments	to	
the	Union’s	Strategic	Plan	(2026–2031).	

5. Evaluation	of	 the	participation	 in	 the	Union	 in	 terms	of	benefits	and	
costs	of	membership	

The	 Union	 and	 its	 eight	 International	 Associations	 cover	 research	 areas	 of	
considerable	 interest	 to	 the	national	academic	and	scientific	community	 in	 the	
broad	 and	 diverse	 field	 of	 Earth	 and	 Space	 Sciences.	 Directly	 and	 through	 its	
individual	Associations,	the	Union	contributes	to	the	international	governance	of	
research	 in	 the	 Earth	 and	 Space	 Sciences	 by	 promoting	 inter-Association	
commissions	 and	 by	 maintaining	 relations	 with	 other	 scientific	 bodies	 in	
neighbouring	or	complementary	fields.		

In	 the	 Associations	 and	 in	 specific	 interdisciplinary	 commissions,	 national	
representatives	 have	 played	 and	 will	 continue	 to	 play	 an	 important	 role	 in	
promoting	Italian	research	and	fostering	international	cooperation	and	synergies.		

Within	the	framework	of	the	Union	Commissions	[https://iugg.org/associations-
commissions/commissions/],	the	participation	of	the	following	Italian	scientists	
was	particularly	relevant:	

• Alberto	 MONTANARI	 (IAHS),	 in	 the	 Commission	 on	 Climatic	 and	
Environmental	Change	(CCEC);		

• Roberto	CARNIEL	(IAVCEI)	and	Fabio	CASTELLI	(IAHS),	in	the	Executive	
Committee	of	the	Commission	on	Mathematical	Geophysics	(CMG);		

• Salvatore	 GRIMALDI,	 in	 the	 Advisory	 Committee	 of	 the	 Commission	 on	
Mathematical	Geophysics	(CMG);	and		

• Andrea	LONGOBARDO	(INAF),	as	Vice-Chair	of	the	Union	Commission	on	
Planetary	Sciences	(UCPS).		

Through	 support	 programmes	 and	 awards,	 the	 Union	 promotes	 early-career	
researchers	in	the	fields	of	geosciences	and	space	sciences.	

The	membership	 fee	paid	by	 the	CNR	to	 the	Union	covers	participation	 in	 the	
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activities	of	 the	Union	and	its	eight	 international	Associations,	which	therefore	
have	no	additional	membership	costs.	This	is	particularly	important	for	the	larger	
and	more	established	Associations,	as	well	as	for	the	younger	ones,	which	need	
organisational	support	to	grow	and	establish	themselves	as	reference	points	in	the	
Italian	scientific	community.	

Strengthening	 Italian	 participation	 requires	 an	 integrated	 approach	 based	 on	
systematic	communication,	targeted	financial	support	for	international	mobility,	
the	 involvement	of	early-career	women	and	men	researchers,	 the	promotion	of	
leadership	roles,	and	the	organisation	of	scientific	events	in	Italy	and	Europe.	

6. Evaluation	of	Italian	participation	with	proposals	to	improve	interest	
and	participation	

The	national	 academic	 and	 scientific	 community	working	 in	 the	broad	 field	of	
geosciences	and	space	sciences	is	strongly	involved	in	the	activities	of	the	Union	
and	 its	 eight	 Associations,	 and	 is	 also	 active	 in	 other	 scientific,	 technical	 and	
research	organisations	whose	 interests	are	close	 to	 the	 topics	addressed	by	 the	
Union	 and	 its	 Associations,	 in	 particular,	 but	 not	 exclusively,	 the	 European	
Geosciences	Union	(EGU)	and	the	American	Geophysical	Union	(AGU).	

Italian	participation	in	the	IUGG	Associations	is	broad	and	highly	qualified,	but	it	
is	distributed	across	numerous	bodies	and	is	often	not	fully	coordinated.	Greater	
integration	and	 systemic	 visibility	 could	 increase	 its	 scientific	 and	 institutional	
impact.	

Continued	 involvement	 of	 the	 national	 community	 in	 the	 Union’s	
interdisciplinary	Commissions	is	desirable,	as	is	greater	proactivity	in	proposing	
scientific	events	and	meetings	for	support	by	the	Union.	

7. Summary	of	the	activities	of	the	National	committee	

During	2024,	the	CNR–IUGG	Commission	met	three	times	remotely:	the	first	on	
17	June,	the	second	on	11	November,	and	the	third	on	16	and	18	December	2025.	
Minutes	were	prepared	for	the	meetings	and	are	available	on	the	Commission’s	
webpage	 [https://www.cnr.it/it/organismo-scientifico-internazionale/31/iugg-
international-union-of-geodesy-and-geophysics].	

At	 the	 request	 of	 the	 Union	 Secretariat,	 the	 Secretary	 of	 the	 CNR–IUGG	
Commission	 submitted	 the	 updated	 information	 concerning	 the	 National	
Committee	(Italian	National	Committee)	for	publication	in	the	IUGG	Yearbook	
2026.	

A	significant	activity	during	2025	was	the	preliminary	work	connected	with	the	
organisation	 of	 the	 workshop	 “Words	 that	 inform	 and	 protect.	
Communication	of	potentially	hazardous	natural	phenomena	and	events	
and	 their	 impacts”,	 which	 will	 be	 held	 in	 the	 Marconi	 Hall	 of	 the	 CNR	
Headquarters	in	Rome	on	17	and	18	September	2026.	

This	activity	 led	to	the	definition	of	the	workshop	objective,	namely	to	identify	
effective	communication	practices	and	open	issues,	outlining	concrete	pathways	
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for	improvement	in	order	to	move	from	communication	that	is	merely	“correct”	
to	 communication	 that	 is	 genuinely	 useful,	 capable	 of	 informing	 and	 guiding	
choices,	and	of	contributing	to	the	protection	of	people,	assets	and	territories.	

It	was	also	decided	that	the	workshop	will	be	addressed	to	all	those	interested	in	
the	communication,	interpretation	or	use	of	information	and	forecasts	concerning	
potentially	 hazardous	 natural	 phenomena	 and	 events	 and	 their	 impacts.	 In	
particular:	researchers	and	technical	experts,	civil	protection	operators	and	staff	
of	territorial	authorities,	communication	and	media	experts,	public	administrators	
and	 decision-makers,	 and	 professionals	 involved	 in	 risk	 management	 and	
planning.	Finally,	the	workshop	will	address	those	who	must	transform	forecasts	
and	scenarios	-	inevitably	uncertain	-	into	clear	and	credible	messages,	useful	for	
guiding	 operational	 choices	 and	 behaviours,	 from	 long-term	 prevention	 to	
warning	and	emergency	management.	

	

	
Fausto	Guzzetti	

National	representative	to	the	IUGG	
President	of	the	Italian	National	committee	

	

Perugia,	May	11,	2026	

	


