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1. Introduction 

IASPEI promotes the study of the structure, properties, and processes occurring within the Earth and is one 
of the eight associations of the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG). IASPEI holds its 
General Assemblies every four years, jointly with the IUGG General Assembly. Between General 
Assemblies, IASPEI organizes a Scientific Assembly, often together with one of the other IUGG 
associations. In 2023 the IASPEI General Assembly was held in Berlin (Germany); upcoming meetings will 
take place in Lisbon, Portugal (joint IASPEI–IAGA meeting; 2025) and in Incheon, Korea (IUGG meeting; 
2027). The current President of IASPEI is Professor Michelle Grobbelaar (South Africa), and the Secretary 
General is Dr. Johannes Schweitzer of NORSAR (Norway). 

 

2. Main activities carried on by IASPEI during 2025 relevant for Italy and for CNR  

Unlike other associations, there is no Italian equivalent of IASPEI, so activities of the Italian community in 
this field are rather fragmented and poorly coordinated, despite their substantial global impact. For example, 
the Italian seismological community remains a key reference in many activities, as shown by active 
participation in numerous in‑person meetings and membership in important commissions. Notable 
IASPEI‑relevant signals with significant Italian participation and/or organization include: 

- Seismological Society of America meeting, 14–18 April, Baltimore, USA. Italian conveners: Matteo 
Picozzi (OGS), Paola Sbarra (INGV), Lucia Luzi (INGV), Chiara Nardoni (University of Bologna), 
Bruno Pace (University of Chieti). Participation by dozens of researchers.   

- EGU General Assembly, Vienna, 14–19 April 2024. Sessions with Italian conveners on 
seismological topics: Fabio Corbi (CNR; session SM2.2), Francesco Grigoli (SM2.3), Stefania 
Gentili (OGS; ESSI2.10), Gilda Currenti (INGV, SM3.1), Marco Maria Scuderi (Sapienza 
University of Rome; SM4.3), Mariano Supino (INGV, SM4.3), Manuele Faccenda (University of 
Padua, GD7.2), Giampiero Iaffaldano (University of Parma, G3.5), Luca de Siena (University of 
Bologna, SM6.2), Aybige Akinci (INGV, SM6.2), Irene Menichelli (INGV, SM6.3), Veronica Pazzi 
(University of Florence, SM6.4, SM8.1), Francesco Maccaferri, Luigi Passarelli (INGV, SM7.2), 
Serena Panebianco (CNR, GD2.2), Simone Francesco Fornasari (University of Trieste, SM8.1), 
Ilaria Spassiani, Matteo Taroni (INGV, SM8.2), Gianfranco Vannucci (INGV, NH4.1).   

- Co‑organizers of the EPOS Seismology (ORFEUS+EFEHR+EMSC) & Geo‑INQUIRE workshop 
2025: Athens, Greece, 24–27 November 2025.   

- Joint IAGA–IASPEI Scientific Assembly 2025, Lisbon, Portugal. Many Italians participated and 
coordinated several conference sessions.   

- American Geophysical Union meeting, New Orleans, Dec. 2025. Sessions with Italian conveners: 
Giulio di Toro (University of Padua, S11A), Ilaria Spassiani (INGV, S13C), Elisa Tinti (Sapienza 
University of Rome, S21E), Manuel Roda (University of Milan, T51C). 

 



3. Activities carried on by Warner Marzocchi within the Union during 2025 and impact on the Italian 
scientific community 

I was appointed IASPEI representative in February 2019 (Decree of the President of CNR No. 11/2019 of 
11/02/2019, protocol no. 0009953) and reappointed for the 2023–2026 term by Decree of the President of 
CNR No. 40/2023 of 03/04/2023 (protocol no. 0099637). I was subsequently appointed secretary of the 
commission. 

As noted above, I reiterate that the activities of the Italian community within IASPEI are rather fragmented 
because, unlike other associations, we do not have an IASPEI‑Italy section. In 2025 my work as the Italian 
IASPEI representative focused primarily on concluding the review of USGS activities for the development 
of seismic‑hazard models, in particular the new model for Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. I was also 
appointed a member of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the German Research Centre for Geosciences 
(GFZ) for the 2025–2028 term. 

Additionally, in 2025 — in collaboration with Dr. Fausto Guzzetti, President of the CNR‑IUGG National 
Commission (National Research Council – International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics), and the other 
commission members — we began preparing the final conference in a series on natural hazards titled 
“Words that Inform and Protect.” The conference will be held in 2026. 

 

4. Evaluation of the participation in terms of benefits and membership cost 

IASPEI is one of the most important organizations in the field of seismology. Italy is a country with 
significant seismic activity, so it is essential that the Italian community continues to have a strong 
participation in this association, even if it continues to take place in a disjointed way and driven by individual 
researchers or groups. 

 

5. Evaluation of Italians’ attendance and how to improve interest and involvement 

In addition to the General Assemblies, IASPEI organizes various thematic workshops, which focus on topics 
specific to seismology and physics of the Earth's interior. Among the various commissions that refer to 
IASPEI, there is also the European Seismological Commission (ESC) which historically sees a large and 
motivated Italian participation. 

Since its inception, the activity of Italian researchers in IASPEI has always been very intense and of a high 
scientific level. Italy has a consolidated tradition in research in the field of seismology and Earth physics, 
which is demonstrated both in the acquisition of high-quality geophysical data, and in their analysis and 
interpretation to determine the physical processes that govern the dynamics of the Earth interiors and 
earthquakes. Italy is a country characterized by high seismicity and the seismic monitoring networks are 
modern and of high quality and allow the collection of data and observations both for the understanding of 
the physical processes and to support the civil protection system for the management of emergencies. 

Although IASPEI meetings are generally well attended by Italian researchers, the link between Italian 
scientists and IASPEI is mostly associated with this. Building an important and more continuous link 
between the activities of IASPEI and the Italian community should be an important future task. 

 

6. Italian experts with important roles within the Union or within related Commissions and Programs 
(if known) 

Professor Stefano Parolai (University of Trieste) is President of the European Seismological Commission. 

 



7. If Union with CNR Commission, short summary about the 2023 CNR Commission activities 

No. 

 

8. Notes (if any) 

No. 

 

9. Conclusions 

 
I would like to reiterate, once again, the importance of having a strong Italian participation within IASPEI. It 
is important to strengthen this bond in addition to participation in meetings organized by IASPEI 

 

       Signature 
 

Place and date: Rome, May 8, 2026                                    


