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1. Introduction 

IUPAB is the only organization that is representing biophysics at a worldwide international level. The 

IUPAB does not have individual memberships. Rather, it is a Union of 56 biophysical organizations, 

societies and regional associations. These bodies appoint one, two or three delegates (depending  on  their  

level  of  subscription; CNR has one delegate), who  then  vote  at general  assemblies  on important matters 

such  as  the  election of  officers  (Presidents,  Secretaries - General  and  members  of  6 Council),  the  

venues  for  future  Congresses,  and  any  changes in  the  statutes  and  rules  deemed  to  be  necessary  for  

the running of the Union. As biophysics is intrinsically interdisciplinary there exits some overlap of the 

scope of IUPAB with other associations such as the physics association (IUPAP) or the physiological 

association (IUPS). For Italy, which has a relatively small biophysics community, the international contacts, 

like e.g. IUPAB are very important. At the European level there is also overlap with EBSA (European 

Biophysical Societies' Association). However, these two organizations are actually collaborating quite 

intensely. For example, in July 2017 the IUPAB and EBSA conferences with will be jointly held in 

Edinburgh. IUPAB offers in particular contact points with the south American and Chinese biophysical 

communities, which are constantly expanding.  

2. Main activities carried on by IUPAB during 2016 relevant for Italy and for CNR  

In 2016 IUPAB has not directly sponsored any event in Italy. However, IUPAB promoted the “Biophysics 

Week”, an activity initiated by the American Biophysical Society, and which took place from March 7 to 11 

with events all over Italy coordinated by the Biophysics Institute and the Italian Society of Pure and Applied 

Biophysics (Sibpa): http://biophysics.sibpa.it/. 

Furthermore, IUPAB promoted, via its website (http://iupab.org/news/conferences), the Regional Biophysics 

Conference, which was held in Trieste (August 2016), coorganized by Dr. Mauro dalla Serra from the IBF. 

Further worth of mentioning is that on Friday January   13th,   the   Accademia   Nazionale   dei   Lincei  

(www.lincei.it) elected Maurizio  Brunori,  Emeritus  professor  at  the University  of  Rome  la  Sapienza, to  

the  position of  Vice  President of the Academy and President of the Class of physics mathematics and 

natural sciences. Prof. Brunori is a Past President and very active member of  IUPAB  for many years. He is 

Professor Emeritus at the University of Roma and has a long list of distinguished achievements. His research 

publications have, for   example,   focused   on   rapid   reactions   of   macromolecular biochemical 

reactions. The   IUPAB   congratulated   Professor   Brunori   on   this   recent significant honour. 

 

3. Activities carried on by Michael Pusch within the Union during 2016 and impact on the Italian 

scientific community 

Two major activities are worth mentioning. After a consultation within the Italian biophysics community, it 

has been decided to propose Florence as the venue for the 2023 IUPAB congress, with full support from 

CNR. The candidature will be presented at the July 2017 congress in Edinburgh.  

Furthermore, Dr. Giuseppe Zucchelli, from the Biophysics Institute (Milan division) will present his 

candidature as member of council during the general IUPAB assembly at the congress in Edinburgh in July 

2017.  

4. Italian experts with important roles within the Union or within related Commissions and Programs  

Dr. Giuseppe Zucchelli, research director at the Biophysics Institute in Milan continued as Member of 

Council of the IUPAB since 2014. 

5. Conclusions 

http://www.lincei.it/


In conclusion, even though activities of IUPAB are relatively limited, the  attachment of the Italian 

biophysics community to this international organism remains of significant importance. 

 

 

 

       Firma 

 

                                                                                                                

Genova, April 25, 2017 
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