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Seminar 
The meaning of  free access to law:  

Are there different common law  
and civil law perspectives? 

 

GRAHAM GREENLEAF 
 

The keynote speech explores whether there are significant differences in perceptions of  what constitutes ‘free 
access to legal information’, and the roles that different parties should play in providing it, between countries 
with legal systems based on the common law, and those from the civil law tradition. The roles of  civil society 
organisations, including academic bodies, are the main focus. First, differences in publishing practices between 
common law and civil law countries are considered, both at the national level and in relation to multi-national 
provision of  information, in Europe, Asia-Pacific and Africa. Second, the question is raised of  whether there are 
underlying factors in these different types of  legal systems which may result in different attitudes to the nature 
of  law, and may account for differences in practices. Finally, it is necessary to ask whether global declarations or 
standards concerning free access to legal information sufficiently reflect such differences. 

 
 

9:15-9:30 Welcome by PIETRO MERCATALI, Director of  ITTIG-CNR 
 

Keynote speech 
9:30-10:30 GRAHAM GREENLEAF, Professor of  Law & Information Systems, UNSW 
  Australia and Co-Director of  the Australasian Legal Information Institute  
  (AustLII) 
 

Coffee break 
 

Alternative perspectives and comments 
10:45-11:05 POMPEU CASANOVAS, Institute of  Law and Technology, Universitat  
  Autònoma de Barcelona 
11:05-11:25 MARC KUSTER, Publications Office of  the European Union 
11:25-11:45 GIOVANNI SARTOR, Department of  Law, European University Institute 
11:45-12:05 GINEVRA PERUGINELLI, ITTIG-CNR 
 

Questions and round-table discussion 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Il Seminario è gratuito. Si prega di confermare la propria partecipazione a 
evento29giugno@ittig.cnr.it – 055 4399655 


